                           A Service of Christian Marriage 

Gathering 
(While people gather, instrumental or vocal music may be performed.)

Candle Lighting

(Three unlit candles may be placed on the Table. The two outer candles may be lit by a parent, family member or friend of each partner.)

Entry 

(The couple and attendants enter and make their way to the place where they will participate in the service and share their vows. There are many ways to do this. )
  
Greeting & Purpose 
Welcome to all of you, and especially to N. and N. on this joyful occasion. This is a holy time; this place is sacred; God is here. We know this because God is love, and wherever true love is, God is present.

We are gathered here to celebrate the love of N. and N., and to ask God to bless their vows to each other. It is God who creates us to live in relationship with each other and gives us the desire to make commitments in love. In God’s presence we can acknowledge the reality of human failure; and affirm the joy and freedom of lifelong union.

Declaration of Intent 
_______________ will you have ______________ to be your husband/wife/partner, to live together in holy marriage?  Will you love him/her, comfort her/him, honour and keep him/her, in sickness and in health and, forsaking all others, be faithful to her/him as long as you both shall live? 
Partner:  I will 
  
Response of the Families and Friends  
(Family members stand)  
 Do you, the families of N. and N., give your love and blessing to this new family? 
 Family members: We do.  
(Friends stand)  
Will all of you, by God’s grace, do everything in your power to uphold and care for N. and N. in their life together?

Friends: We will.

Prayer

Let us pray…Creator of all, you have made us in your image and have made the world as our home. You give us love and courage, joy and faithfulness, hope and comfort. We give you thanks for these gifts, and we praise you for your goodness. Be with us, that we may become ever more fully the people you have created us to be. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
Readings from Scripture and Other Sources                                                                                                                                                                         (A list of suggested readings found at the end of this service. Two readings, one read by friend/family member of each partner.)
Sermon 
(Based on Luke 14 and the life passions of each partner.)

One time when Jesus went for a Sabbath meal with one of the top leaders, all the guests had their eyes on him, watching his every move…Jesus turned to the host and said, “The next time you put on a dinner, don’t just invite your friends and family and rich neighbours, the kind of people who will return the favour. Invite some people who never get invited out, the misfits from the wrong side of the tracks. You’ll be—and experience—a blessing. They won’t be able to return the favour, but the favour will be returned—oh, how it will be returned!
Invocation of the Spirit

O God, creator and lover of the world, we offer you our lives, our words and deeds, our hopes and fears, and our love for each other. Accept us as we are. Make us all that we can be. And by the power of your Spirit, enable us to be a sign of your love in the world. Amen.

  
Exchange of Vows 
(The couple may face each other, joining hands.) 
__________, I choose you to be my wife/husband/partner. All that I have, I offer you; what you have to give, I gladly receive; wherever you go, I will go. You are my love. God keep me true to you always. 

Blessing and Exchange of Rings 
May the circle of these rings remind you of the love which encircles you today and always. May God bless these rings and those who wear them. Amen. 
_______________, I give you this ring, a sign of my loving commitment, and a reminder of the vows we have made today.

Kiss

You may seal your vows with a kiss.

Declaration

Now that N. and N. have given themselves to each other by audacious vows, with the joining of hands and the giving of rings, I announce to you that they are husband and wife/life partners.

Lighting the Unity Candle

(The couple may approach the Table and, taking the two candles already lit, light the centre candle and return the others, still burning, to their holders.)
N. and N., you are here today to unite your lives in loving commitment. You have come from separate backgrounds, with your own unique personalities, strengths, and needs. The two candles represent your separate lives. Together you light the centre candle, as a sign of unity and commitment. Our hope is that you will show human love at its fullest, and that your relationship will equip both of you to bring love and compassion to each other and the world.

Prayers of the People

Gracious God, we pray for N. and N. and give thanks that you have brought them together in this holy union. Spirit of God,

bless this covenant.

We thank you for all those whose love has led them to this day of commitment, especially for their parents, their friends, those here today and those unable to be here. Spirit of God, 

bless this covenant.

We remember the generations who have gone before us, [especially…] whom we cannot see, but who are here today in our hearts. Spirit of God,

bless this covenant.

Help N. and N. to grow together in faithfulness and honesty, in mutual support and patience. Spirit of God,

bless this covenant.

Be with them in their work and renew them in their leisure. Spirit of God,

bless this covenant.

Make their life together a sign of your love in this broken world; may forgiveness heal injury and joy overcome sorrow. Spirit of God,

bless this covenant.

May they welcome into their home both friends and strangers, and so reflect Christ’s love for all people. Spirit of God,

bless this covenant.

In all their future together, may they know joy in each other, and grow through the love they share. Spirit of God,

bless this covenant. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

Signing of Documents 

(A hymn or solo may be sung.)
  
Presentation of Couple: 
Please greet N. and N. who begin a new life together.

  
Sending Forth and Blessing

Go forth in the love of God; go forth in hope and joy, knowing that God is with you. And the blessing of God: Creator, Christ, and Spirit, be with you, and remain with you always. Amen.

Recessional Music

(A hymn may be sung or instrumental music played as the couple, their attendants, and the people leave.)

Fascinating article on marriage:

http://www.nytimes.com/2016/02/23/opinion/three-views-of-marriage.html?_r=0

                        MARRIAGE QUESTIONNAIRE

1. Rehearsal Date & Time …………………………………………………………………..

2. Wedding Date & Time ……………………………………………………………………..

3. Full name of Partner ……………………………………………………………………….

4. Never Married, Widowed or Divorced………………………………………………


5. Date of Birth……………………………………………………………………………………

6. Religious Denomination...............................…………………………..


7. Address.........................................................................

8. Place of Birth..................................………………………………………


9. Full Name of legal Father………………………………………………………………… 
10. Birthplace..........................………………………………………………………..

11.  Full Name of legal Mother (include maiden name)
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
12.  Birthplace...................………………………………………………………………..

13.  Your current phone number...........................………………………..


14.  Full Name of Partner………………………………………………………………………..

15.  Never Married, Widowed, or Divorced ....................................


16.  Date of Birth……………………………………………………………………………………….

17.  Religious Denomination…………………………………………………………….


18. Residence........................................................…………

19.  Place of Birth.........................………………………………………….


20. Full Name of legal Father…………………………………………………………..
21. Birthplace……………………………………………………………………………………..

22. Full Name of Mother (include maiden name)…………………………….

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………

23.  Birthplace.................………………………………………………………………..

24. Your current phone number..........................……………………….


25.  Date & Time of Marriage……………………………………………………………….



26.  Full Name & Address of Witness (must be at least 16 yrs old)…….
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

27. Full Name & Address of Witness (must be at least 16 yrs old)……….

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

28. Do you want the Organist?....………………………………………………………….

29. Other instrumentalists?......………………………………………………………….. 

30. Any special preferences regarding music?……………………………………..

31. Will other clergy assist in your service?………………………………………..

32. Will you be lighting unity candles in the service? (You must supply your own candles)

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

33. Do you want the Minister to attend your wedding reception?…………….

        Scripture Suggestions for Wedding Service

Genesis 1:26-28, 31a  The days of creation                                                                   Genesis 2:15,16-24  Not good for humans to be alone                                                         Ruth 1:1-8, 14-17  Where you go, I will go                                                                                  1 Samuel 18:1b, 3,20:16-17,42a  Jonathan makes a covenant with David                 Ecclesiastes 4:9-12a  Two are better than one                                                                      Song of Solomon 1:15-2:4  You are beautiful, my love                                                           Song of Solomon 2:8-13  Love is strong as death                                                                       Song of Solomon 8:6-7  A seal upon your heart                                                                 Isaiah 61:10,11;62:3-5  As a bridegroom, as a bride                                                    Jeremiah 31:31-34  The new covenant                                                                             Romans 8:31b-39  God’s love in Christ                                                                       Romans 12:1-2,9-13  New life in Christ                                                                                1 Corinthians 13:4-8a  The gift of love                                                                           Galatians 5:1,13,14,22-25  The fruits of the Spirit                                                      Ephesians 3:14-21  Rooted and grounded in love                                                           Ephesians 5:1-2, 8-12  Live in love                                                                             Philippians 2:1-11  The same mind in you as in Christ                                                  Philippians 4:4-9  Rejoice in the Lord                                                                         Colossians 3:1-4, 12,17  Clothe yourselves with compassion                                                      1 John 3:18-24  Let us love, not in word, but in action                                                 1 John 4:7-12  Love one another                                                                             Revelation 21:1-6  The new Jerusalem                                                                         Mathew 5:13-16  Salt and light                                                                                  Matthew 7:21,34-29  A house built on a rock                                                              Matthew 22:35-40  Love, the greatest commandment                                                     Mark 3:31-35  Jesus’ true family                                                                                        Luke 6:20-23  The Beatitudes                                                                                          John 1:1-5,9-14, 16  The Word became flesh                                                                    John 2:1-11  Wedding at Cana                                                                                      John 13:34-35  A new commandment                                                                                 John 15:1-11  Jesus, the true vine                                                                        John 15:9-12  Remain in Christ’s love
